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1. ACTIVITIES AND DECISIONS OF MAY 8-12 EC COUNCIL OF 
AGRICULTURAL MINISTERS, AS WELL AS ITALIAN DELIBERATIONS 
AND DECISION ON ITS RESERVE ON PRICE PACKAGE (REF C), 
RECEIVED HEAVY MEDIA COVERAGE. PRESS GENERALLY CREDITED 
AGRICULTURAL MINISTER MARCORA WITH WAGING STRONG FIGHT 
IN PROTECTION OF ITALIAN INTERESTS AND, FOR THE MOST PART, 
ACCEPTED GOTS REMOVAL OF ITS RESERVE ON PRICE. 
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2. IN CONVERSATION MAY 22 WITH ECMIN AND AGATT, 
AGRICULTURAL MINISTRY DIRECTOR GENERAL ROMUALDO MORONI 
PASSED LIGHTLY OVER PRICE PACKAGE DECISIONS, CONCEDING 
THAT THEY HAD NOT CONSTITUTED PARTICULARLY IMPORTANT 
ISSUE FOR ITALY. RATHER, HE SAID, FOCUS OF ITALIAN 
INTEREST WAS ON MEDITERRANEAN PACKAGE. MORONI SEEMED 
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REASONABLY CONTENT WITH WHAT ITALY HAD GAINED. HE 
STRESSED THAT THE IMPORTANT ISSUE HAD NOT BEEN THAT 
ON WHICH PRESS HAD EOCUSSED-I.E. THE EUNDS FOR 
EORESTATION AND FARM ADVISORY SERVICES WHICH THE 
COMMISSION HAD ALREADY PROPOSED BUT WERE THEN DELETED 
BY THE AGRICULTURE MINISTRY-BUT RATHER THE EACT THAT 
EC HAD EINALLY EACED UP TO THE MAIN ISSUE OE CONCERN 
TO ITALY, I.E. THE DISPARITY OP TREATMENT BETWEEN 
NORTHERN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS AND MEDITERRANEAN 
PRODUCTS. PRESENT PACKAGE, MORONI ASSERTED, SHOULD 
BE RECOGNIZED AS BEING ONLY A FIRST STEP. NONETHELESS, 

MORONI WAS NOT UNDULY OPTIMISTIC ABOUT PURTHER STEPS EC 
WOULD TAKE, DESPITE ASSURANCES GIVEN BY COUNCIL OP 
AGRICULTURE MINISTERS AND MESSAGE PROM CHANCELLOR 
SCHMIDT, IN WHICH SCHMIDT STATED THAT ERG "REALIZES 
THE GREAT IMPORTANCE PLACED BY ITALY ON A RE- 
EQUILIBRIUM OF THE COUNTRY'S AGRICULTURAL POLICY 
BETWEEN THE NORTH AND SOUTH" AND ASSURED THAT 
DURING PORTHCOMING PERIOD OP GERMAN PRESIDENCY OP 
COUNCIL "EVERY STEP WILL BE TAKEN TO TACKLE THE STILL 
UNSOLVED PROBLEMS OP THE MEDITERRANEAN PACKAGE IN THE 
MOST IMPARTIAL MANNER IN AN EPPORT TO ARRIVE AT A 
POSITIVE SOLUTION " (QUOTES AS REPORTED IN PRESS). 

3. WITH RESPECT TO WINE, WE ASKED WHETHER PRENCH 
PROPOSAL FOR MINIMUM PRICE SCHEME GOVERNING INTRA-EC 
LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 

LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 ROME 09713 251706Z 

TRADE WOULD NOT HAVE REPRESENTED IMPORTANT CHANGE IN 
INTERNAL AGRICULTURAL POLICY. MORONI AGREED, SAYING 
THAT THE PRENCH HAD CLEARLY LOST ON THIS ISSUE, ALTHOUGH 
A PACE-SAVING DEVICE HAD BEEN WORKED OUT IN THE END. 

4. IN SEPARATE CONVERSATION SAME DAY, POREIGN MINISTRY 
COORDINATOR POR GATT AND EC APPAIRS RENATO RUGGIERO 
TOLD ECMIN THAT ITALY HAD COME OUT REASONABLY WELL FROM 
DISCUSSION OF MEDITERRANEAN PACKAGE. HE FLATLY DENIED 
PRESS REPORTS ABOUT DEBATE WITHIN GOI ON WHETHER TO ACCEPT 
THE PACKAGE, ASSERTING THAT BOTH POREIGN AND AGRICULTURE 
MINISTRIES HAD AGREED ON ACCEPTANCE. PRESS ALLEGATIONS 
THAT POREIGN MINISTRY WANTED TO "GIVE IN" TO 

OTHER EC MEMBERS WHILE AGRICULTURE MINISTRY HOLDING OUT 

POR ITALIAN INTERESTS, HE SAID, WERE ERRONEOUS AND 

INTENDED TO MAKE MARCORA AND HIS MINISTRY LOOK GOOD. GARDNER 
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